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JFK: The man vs. 

30 years later, the public embraces conspiracy theories 
and tunes in on all the latest gossip about his sex life. 

Why? His time in office offers a far better story. 



Thirty years after the assas- 
sination of John F. Kennedy, 
many Americans seem per- 
suaded that he was a sex mani- 
ac chasing Marilyn Monroe 
around the Oval Office. FBI Di- 
rector J. Edgar Hoover, in net 
stockings and high heels, was 
watching from the Rose Gar- 
den. Across the street from the 
White House, conspirators on a 
park bench were plotting his 
death to keep up the sales of 
helicopters for use in Vietnam. 

That is the story of JFK as 
told in a thousand books and 
close to a hundred films, but it 
is not the 
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real story. 
The real sto- 
ry is better. 
The 35th 
president 
was at the 
center of the 
action dur- 
ing the years 
the world 
held its 
breath. The 
United 
States and 
the Soviet 
Union 



threatened each other with nu- 
clear weapons, and Negroes 
(the acceptable term then) 
threatened civil war at home if 
they did not get the same rights 
as other Americans. 

This is what really happened 
between the election of JFK on 
Nov. 8, 1960, and his assassina- 
tion on Nov. 22, 1963: 

► His first official act was 
the reappointment of Hoover, 
then the most admired man in 
America. He put together what 
amounted to a bipartisan ad- 
ministration with Republicans 
as secretaries of Treasury and 
Defense, national security ad- 
viser and director of central in- 
telligence. 

► With the CIA collecting 
briefing papers after meetings 
with him, Kennedy presided 
over a disastrous U.S.-backed 
exile invasion of Cuba at a 



place called the Bay of Pigs. 
He refused to use U.S. troops or 
planes to save the 1,500 invad- 
ers and almost everyone was 
captured or killed. 

► Never a strong civil rights 
supporter, he learned of Negro 
freedom riders testing new 
laws prohibiting racial dis- 
crimination in interstate travel 
only when they were attacked 
in Alabama. His first reaction 
was telling his civil rights assis- 
tant, M Get your goddamned 
friends off those buses.” 

► Embarrassed and fright- 
ened by Soviet space successes, 
he pledged that an American 
would be on the moon before 
1970 — and created a program 
to make that happen. 

► Believing he would always 
prevail one-on-one, JFK met 
with Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev at Vienna Im- 
mune to Kennedy’s charm, th< 
Russian out-talked and out-mr 
neuvered him. Kennedy re- 
sponded with a massive mil- 
itary buildup and 
determination to prove 

his toughness by pre- 
vailing in Vietnam. 

► He secretly en- 
couraged the Sovi- 
ets to solve their 
problems with refugees 
fleeing communist rule by 
putting up a wall in Berlin. It 
worked — the chances of nu- 
clear war in Europe declined 
gradually during his 1,039 
days. 

► He cut income tax rates as 
the growth rate of the U.S. 
economy rose from 2.5% to 
more than 6%. 

► He used federal marshals 
to force the integration of the 
universities of Alabama and 
Mississippi — risking his re- 
election, he thought. 

► When Khrushchev put 
missiles in Cuba threatening 
the USA in the way U.S. forces 
surrounded the Soviet Union, 
JFK hung tough. U.S. ships and 
airplanes blockaded the island, 
threatening Khrushchev until 



the Russian 
backed down and 
took out his weapons. 

► Within 48 hours, on 
June 10-11, 1963, JFK gave the 
speech of his life, laying out 
proposals to end the Cold War, 
sent the national guard to con- 
front Gov. George Wallace at 
the University of Alabama, 
learned that the first monk had 
burned himself to death in Sai- 
gon and went on national tele- 
vision to declare that he con- 
sidered civil rights a moral 
issue — and said for the first 
time that the federal govern- 
ment would stand with the 
black minority against the 
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the myth 




the coup d’etat on 
Nov. 1, 1963 — and 
South Vietnam was 
turned over to military 
governments financed by 
and answerable to the USA- 
All of that happened in less 
than three years — and so did 
the founding of the Peace 
Corps and the inspiring of mil- 
lions of Americans ready and 
willing to ask not what their 
country could do for them but 
what they could do for their 
country. 

That is the real story of John 
F. Kennedy — and it is better 
than the fiction. 



white majority. 

► He negotiated the Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty with Khru- 
shchev, the world’s first nucle- 
ar arms agreement 

► During the great March on 
Washington for civil rights, he 
signed ofT on the overthrow of 
the U.S.-backed government of 
South Vietnam. President Ngo 
Dinh Diem was assassinated in 



